St. James School

Language arts

Kindergarten


Enjoyment in listening to stories

Drawing a picture corresponding to a story that is being read

Remembering important details and main characters in a story

Arrangement of story pictures sequentially

Prediction of outcomes

Summarizing

Drawing conclusions

Performance in dramatizations of books read

Awareness of different types of literature (fiction, non-fiction)

Recognition of works of Eric Carle, Frank Asch, Tomie DePaola, James Marshall, and Jan Brett

Discernment between fantasy and reality

Introduction to reading out loud

Following directions

Development of higher level thinking skills through group discussion about books and stories

Concept of language as a tool to communicate with others

Reading

Concepts of print (directional rules, letter-word relationships, and sound-symbol relationships as a means of communication)

Drawing a picture and verbalizing a corresponding story

Recognition of letters of the alphabet

Association of letters with corresponding sounds (long and short vowel sounds)

Strategies to recognize words, including phonetic analysis, picture cues, and context

Identification of high frequency sight words

Understanding of the use of "s" in plurals

Beginning and ending sounds in words

Writing

Writing of letters of the alphabet

Introduction to punctuation marks (.,?)

Progression through developmental writing stages

Representing an idea with pictures

Writing 

Representing an idea with the beginnings of word writing (beginning sound, inventive spelling)

Writing in various forms: lists, thank you notes, letters, invitations, cards, signs, stories

Drawing and writing in a personal journal

Writing or drawing ideas from imagination

Introduction and awareness of the editing process (handwriting, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, etc.) for display

Brainstorming to generate ideas from prior knowledge, experience and response to literature

Speaking

Speaking loudly enough to be heard

Retelling a story in sequence

Talking about a favorite story

Reciting poetry, finger-plays, and nursery rhymes with a group or alone

Following and answering questions about directions given orally

Telling one or two step directions so others can follow them

Telling about what was heard in a large or small group

Adding related ideas in large or small group discussions

Speaking in dramatic retelling of a story

Expressing facts or opinions clearly

Naming items that can be put into the same category

Incorporating new vocabulary into everyday speaking

Recognition of words that rhyme

Listening

Looking at the speaker and attending (using active listening)

Sitting quietly when it is someone else's turn to speak

Keeping feet and hands to self when listening

Taking turns while talking

Listening for pleasure and entertainment

Asking and answering questions

Listening to and repeating two part directions

Asking appropriate questions related to a topic

Listening and attending to a live theater performance

· Identification of basic shapes: circle, square, rectangle, and triangle

· Identification of three dimensional shapes: spheres, cubes, and cylinders

· Recognition of numbers to 100

Writing of numerals (to 20)

Counting by 1's and 5's to 50

Counting by 10's to 100

· Matching of sets to appropriate numeral (to 20)

· Estimation

· Simple bar graphs

· Recognition, description and creation of patters using manipulatives, art, hand clapping, and movement

· Recognition of coins to dime

· Sorting by different attributes

· Addition, and Subtraction (1-20)

· Measurement (length, time, introduction to volume)

· Basic mathematical vocabulary

· Problem solving

Making up story problems

Number sentences for addition and subtraction (exposure)

Solving story problems with manipulatives, drawings

· Calendar

· Ordinal position to fifth

· Comparison of numbers (more or less)

· Time to the hour

· Personal Facts: age, birthday, address, phone number and family members

· Farm life

· Traditions and celebrations

· Homes: differences and similarities

· Families

· Communities: classrooms, school helpers, school rules, and procedures

· Manners

· Friendship skills (cooperative)

· Appreciating differences and similarities with other children.

· Presidents Washington and Lincoln (introduction)

· Introduction to Maps
· Kids Voting on even years

Red Barn Farm

Teddy Bear Clinic at Liberty Hospital

Paul Mesner Puppets

The Coterie

At St. James:

Coterie's production of Winnie the Pooh

The Fire Department

Earth Science

To identify water and land as Earth's components
To explore the four seasons and the changing weather patterns

Life Science

To explore:
Simple ways to conserve energy and natural resources

The difference between living and non-living

Exploration of plants and animals

The concept of metamorphosis: Plants and animals change and grow.

Scientific Inquiry and Relevance

Science involves using the five senses to investigate

Scientific discovery stems from observation and questioning techniques

Measurement and recording is part of scientific discovery

Science techniques are practical, lifelong skills

To question, compare and collect data

Health and Human Body

To recognize that the human body consists of different parts and functions

To recognize and understand the food pyramid in choosing a healthy diet

To recognize hygiene practices are important to stay healthy

To identify and begin to practice good health and safety habits

To participate in an exercise program

Physical science

To explore different ways that things move

To observe physical characteristics of objects

· God is Creator, God's great love

· The Holy Family, Our own families, Our Church family

· Bible as stories of our faith, Old and New Testament

· Jesus as Brother, Savior, and Teacher

· Mary as Mother of Jesus

· Christians as followers of Jesus

· Responsibilities to self and the communities to which we belong: family, Church, society

· Appreciation of individual similarities and differences

· Baptism

· Prayers: "Sign of the Cross", "Our Father", "Hail Mary", "Glory Be", "Grace at meals".

· Saints: Holy Family, St. Nicholas, St. Patrick, St. James

· Guardian Angels

· Preparation Times: Advent and Lent

· Celebrations: Easter and Christmas

· Personal Prayer

· Benziger Family Life Program offered every year

· Lifelong guidelines: faith, trustworthiness, truthfulness, active listening, no put-downs, and personal best.

· Life-skills: caring, common sense, cooperation, courage, curiosity, effort, flexibility, friendship, initiative, integrity, organization, patience, perseverance, pride, problem solving, resourcefulness, responsibility, sense of humor.

· Project Essential Principles: Self control, Errors are one of the best ways to learn, Responsibility, and Rights (our own and others)
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