St. James School

Art Curriculum


The St James art curriculum is a sequential art curriculum for the elementary and middle school levels.  Aspects of the program are developed within each year and across the curriculum.  Therefore, certain skills may need to be adjusted accordingly.  This art program develops perceptual awareness, provides for creative art activity, includes art appreciation, and builds awareness of art in everyday life.  The Kindergarten through Fifth grade classes each focus on one of the principles of design. Each class also is given a key concept per lesson, which is one or more of the elements of art. The Middle School students review the elements of art, the principles of design and build on all previous art knowledge.

Kindergarten 

The students will be able to:

· Recognize the principle of design-pattern.

· Become aware of the key concepts of the elements of art.

· Become aware of artists and their styles.

· Identify and name various types of lines.

· Identify and name the five basic shapes.

· Recognize lines and shapes in nature.

· Recognize / Introduce the primary and secondary colors.

· Mix colors to make new colors.

· Demonstrate the skill of sequencing their ideas.

· Combine art elements in a composition.

· Recognize / Introduce various types of texture.

· Explore the “3-D” process.

· Experience tactile quality in art.

· Develop their motor skills.

· Manipulate art materials (including 3-D materials such as clay).

· Develop art vocabulary.

· Presidents

First Grade 

The students will be able to:

· Recognize the principle of design - emphasis.

· Become aware of the key concepts of the elements of art.

· Reflect their interest/feelings in art.

· Manipulate materials/ideas (including 3-D materials, such as clay).

· Use their creative freedom of expression.

· Identify the main object(s) in art.

· Select important details.

· Develop awareness of people/surroundings.

· Produce basic reproductions of people, animals, and objects.

· To look, see, and record creatively.

· Develop their gross motor skills.

· Experience seeing the world through others eyes.

· Become aware of and recognize the primary/secondary colors.

· Experience mixing colors.

· Recognize texture in nature verses man made objects.

· Arrange a composition/collage.

· Become aware of artists and their styles.

· Develop art vocabulary.

Second Grade
The students will be able to:

· Recognize the principle of design – balance.

· Become aware of the key concepts of the elements of art.

· Become aware of details in art.

· Express how animals/objects feel and communicate w/texture.

· Tackle problems with confidence.

· Understand human/mechanical movement-impact on expression.

· Improve motor skills through various uses of materials/manipulate.

· Understand why things work for greater detail of expression.

· To look, see, and record creatively.

· Discover symmetrical balance.

· Use “space” of the entire page.

· Recognize vertical, horizontal, and diagonal.

· Differentiate, discover and recognize landscapes/cityscapes/seascapes.

· Review and master the primary/secondary colors and the color wheel.

· Manipulate clay.

· Become aware of artists and their styles.

· Develop art vocabulary.

Third Grade

The students will be able to:

· Recognize the principle of design – rhythm.

· Become aware of the key concepts of the elements of art.

· Begin expressing individuality.

· Develop a more accurate scale/proportion sense.

· Understand create artwork showing distance (perspective, foreground, middle ground, background, overlapping, underlay, page placement, and diminishing in size).

· Simulate textural patterns from nature.

· Use add/subtract method when working with clay.

· Observe and recognize abstract art.

· Create an original sculpture.

· Explore and manipulate “3-D” materials.

· Celebrate a variety of cultures.

· Use symbols for communicating.

· Review the color wheel.

· Introduce and identify the warm and cool colors.

· Introduce and identify the intermediate colors.

· Recognize and identify positive and negative space.

· Experience being an illustrator.

· Create an original painting (mixing colors of paint).

· Become aware of artists and their styles.

· Develop art vocabulary.

Fourth Grade
The students will be able to:

· Recognize the principle of design – proportion.

· Become aware of the key concepts of the elements of art.

· Use their reason/knowledge/intuition.

· Be aware of different views of objects.

· Analyze the size/proportion/position of details.

· Be aware of various textures.

· Be aware of artists who communicate with symbols/slogans/visual expressions.

· Analyze the beauty and detail in nature.

· Understand and recognize abstract artwork.

· Be aware the process may take precedence over the product.

· Explore techniques with sculpture.

· Use age appropriate art vocabulary.

· Create one-point perspective.

· Recognize and review the prim., sec., intermediate, and warm/cool colors.

· Introduce and identify the neutral colors.

· Review the intermediate colors.

· Recognize the difference between 2-D and 3-D art.

· Become aware of artists and their styles.

· Develop art vocabulary.

Fifth Grade 

The students will be able to:

· Recognize the principle of design – unity and variety.

· Become aware of the key concepts of the elements of art.

· Become aware of the color wheel and color theory.

· Become able to select correct media for art purpose.

· Explore motion in figures.

· Select from diverse materials for a project.

· Analyze and review all previous art knowledge and prepare to use in middle school.

· Recognize medium used to create works of art.

· Realize that art has many uses.

· Create a drawing using two-point perspective.

· Use texture in an art project.

· Draw the human figure.

· Recognize hidden lines in art.

· Identify and recognize the complimentary colors.

· Introduce tint and shade vocab.

· Introduce art history-Prehistoric/Cave Art.

· Manipulate clay.

· Become aware of artists and their styles.

· Develop art vocabulary.

Sixth Grade 

The students will be able to:

· Discover, create, recognize and focus on - Ancient Art History, Crafts In Art, Drawing Skills and the Human Figure.

· Reintroduce and recognize the elements/principles of design.

· Observe how linear (effect or light) perspective effects artwork.

· Use art in other disciplines.

· Realize effect of color on artwork and use their knowledge of color theory.

· Know that the product design is determined by the function, materials, and applied art design.

· Know the relationship of the part to the whole.

· Realize the product outcome is determined by the choice of medium.

· Research, explore, and create art emphasizing cultural diversity.

· Distinguish between aesthetic and functional design.

· Make critical judgments on artwork.

· See relationship and commonality in landscape, portrait, still life, and sculpture.

· Introduce / Recognize - value, balance, and color harmony (color wheel).

· Manipulate clay.

· Continue building art vocabulary.

Seventh Grade 

The students will be able to:

· Discover, create, recognize and focus on - Medieval/Renaissance Art History, Sculpture, Printmaking and Compare/Contrast Artwork.

· Execute one/two-point perspective (landscape, still life, and figure).

· Be able to relate design art elements to one’s world.

· Develop mastery in media/technique- personal use.

· Know the importance or art history – impact today.

· Interpret/compare student art and major artists.

· Recognize and use the elements/principles of design.

· Continue building knowledge of color theory.

· Critique artwork.

· Manipulate clay.

· Continue building art vocabulary.

Eighth Grade 

The students will be able to:

· Discover, create, recognize and focus on – Impressionism, Modern Art History, Graphic Design, Architecture, and Critiquing Artwork.

· Refine media skills for personal statement.

· Explore new art mediums.

· Execute a major art project.

· Develop comprehensive multiple sketches for final project.

· Realize artwork is bigger than its parts.

· Control materials to produce complex images.

· Continue awareness of artists/artwork.

· Clarify aesthetic judgment.

· Distinguish/discuss major artist and their styles.

· Recognize and recall the elements/principles of design

· Continue learning color theory/harmony.

· Explore various art careers.

· Mount their artwork for display.

· Manipulate clay.

· Develop a working portfolio.

· Continue building art vocabulary.
