St. James School

Language Arts

MIDDLE SCHOOL


Literature

To study fiction and non-fiction genres both written and unwritten forms.

To critique and evaluate story elements, writer's purpose, style, and use of literary techniques.

To develop skill in visualizing what is read.

To develop critical thinking through reading.

To appreciate and evaluate the aesthetic value of what is read.

To continue development of mechanics and comprehension of skills through book reports, etc.(ex. Literal, inferential, interpretive, and evaluative skills)

To develop a greater vocabulary and reading rate. (Vocabulary books and A. R.)

To read for pleasure and enjoyment while developing an appreciation of reading through selected novels.

To read literature from a variety of genre, cultures, authors, and eras.

To analyze the structure and meaning of the major forms of fiction, short stories, novels, drama, poetry, myth, tall tales, fantasy, and historical fiction.

To analyze the structure and meaning of the major forms of non-fiction, biography, essay, journal, and historical documents.

To identify, interpret, and explain the value of such devices as fore shadowing, flashback, symbolism, suspense, satire, irony, and humor.

To identify, interpret and use figures of speech such as alliterations, assonance, simile, metaphor, and personification.

To recognize humor in language. (ex. Pun, parody, hyperbole, etc.)

To select and read a variety of multicultural literature.

To compare and contrast film and book of same story.

To read and research topics related to the study of a novel.

To develop reflective questions while reading.

Grammar and Composition

To strengthen the mechanics for developing the rules for oral/written language including rules for spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, word usage, and pronunciation.

To use words in their correct forms. (ex. Verbs, possessive plurals)

To write and develop topic sentences in paragraphs and essays.

To employ a variety of sentence forms in developing any piece of writing.

To write in all the major forms including journals, poetry, letters, newspaper articles, descriptive and explanatory compositions, autobiography, biography, drama, and story.

To use figures of speech, symbols, images, and analogies in writing.

To use a multi-step process including pre-writing, drafting, revising, proofreading, and publishing.

To produce a final draft that is free of error.

To broaden the written vocabulary in response to the reading vocabulary.

To recognize and use parallel structure.

To recognize, define, and use correctly the eight parts of speech.

To identify, define, and use phrases, clauses, complements, and modifiers.

To recognize and correct incomplete sentences.

To identify, classify, and write various sentence patterns.

To identify and put into use antonyms, homonyms, and synonyms.

To understand and apply denotative and connotative meanings.

To identify and use figures of speech, analogies, and word origins.

Speaking

To clearly state a message so that it is easily understood by the listener.

To broaden speaking vocabulary  in response to reading vocabulary.

To give oral presentations with correct grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structure.

To write and deliver an informative, demonstrative, and a persuasion speech.

To defend an opposing point of view.

To stay on topic and help others stay on topic in group discussion.

Listening

To derive meaning from the spoken word.

To listen with an open mind, waiting until all information is received before forming an opinion.

To hear shades of meaning.

To take notes listing key points of a presentation.

To make connections between themes in stories heard/read and personal life experiences.

To separate fact from opinion and truth from propaganda.

To appreciate and evaluate the aesthetic value of material heard.

To listen for pleasure and entertainment.

To recognize the beauty of language.

To reflect upon spoken messages and act accordingly.

To actively listen to the message of another in order to receive the main idea and respond appropriately.

To access and evaluate new information from all forms of reference materials.

To fine tune note taking skills.

To use outlining and webbing as skills for organizing materials.

To transfer skills used/learned in language arts to other areas.

Listen while being read to.

